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1. Context for the Theme 

How transformation processes succeed in churches and societies has always been a central challenge. In the current 
context of Reformation commemorations, the question of renewal (renewal impulses, processes, movements, etc.) 
therefore plays a key role. The fact that within the upcoming 500th anniversary commemorations. Mennonite World 
Conference has framed its beginnings in the Anabaptist movement with the motto of "Renewal" is telling.  And in bila-
teral church dialogues the role of "right remembering" in renewal processes has become a central question. All this 
provides sufficient reason for the Bildungszentrum Bienenberg to invite reflection on «renewal» in the context of Ana-
baptist-Mennonite history and theology in the form of an international colloquium. 

These renewal impulses have been a part of church history throughout the centuries. In the Reformation era of the 
16th century, the Anabaptist movement was itself an expression of this. But there were also similar renewal impulses 
in Pietism and in the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries, in the various «Awakening» movements (Erwe-
ckungsbewegungen) of the 19th century, in the emergence of religious socialism, in the outbreaks of pentecostal and 
charismatic revivals, in the "Recovery of the Anabaptist Vision," in Evangelicalism, and in the Liberation Theologies of 
the 20th century. Almost always, these upheavals have touched on, and sometimes even shaken, Anabaptist churches 
and groups. 

Some renewals impulses dried up; others were implemented, sometimes quickly and comprehensively, other times 
more slowly, only partially, or not at all. Some people greeted these transformations enthusiastically, others vehe-
mently opposed them. Some saw (and still see) in them wonderful and hopeful expressions of spiritual renewal; others 
have regarded them as disasterous aberrations and disruptions, painful ruptures, and the source of painful church divi-
sions. The impact of some of these renewal processes remained primarily within the church; others had consequences 
for the entire society. 

We are convinced that a better understanding of the dynamics of renewal impulses, renewal processes, and renewal 
movements—which have also found expression within the context of Anabaptist history—could provide important 
insights for contemporary struggles of successful transformational processes for the ideal blend of continuity and 
change, unity and diversity, and for a positive engagement with majorities and minorities in church and society. 

On the one hand, the conference hopes to create a forum for considering individual case studies of successful or failed 
renewal processes within the framework of Anabaptist history. 

On the other hand, the conference should also provide an opportunity to reflect on these case studies with a view to 
current issues—e.g., the "Renewal" theme of the Mennonite World Conference (cf. www.mwc-cmm.org/renewal2027) 
or the "Right Remembering" emphasis in numerous bilateral church dialogues in recent years (cf.  
www.ecumenism.net/archive/docu/2004_mcusa_elca_right_remembering.pdf). In this way, we hope to contribute to 
the reflections on the significance of the Anabaptist renewal impulse in the context of the Reformation, whose 500th 
anniversary is currently being celebrated. At the same time we also expect that new insights will emerge on the questi-



on of what is needed for processes of transformation and renewal to succeed in the best way possible, in both large 
and small ways. 

Possible Contributions to this Colloquium: 

From what has been noted here, it should be clear that all types of research on renewal impulses, movements, and 
processes in the context of Anabaptist-Mennonite history are welcome, which address the following questions: 

• What are the concerns, the substance, or the context (Sitz im Leben) of the renewal impulses being studied? 

• In the midst of renewal, who in the group speaks in favor and who speaks against the envisioned renewal, and with 
what arguments? What external perspectives find expression? 

• How does the renewal process unfold in its details? What are the short-term and long-term consequences? 

• Are there particular insights emerging from the study that might be relevant to current discussions (Reformation 
commemorations, the discourse regarding «Right Remembering» the relationship between church and society, etc.)? 

The individual presentations can focus on single individuals, groups or churches, but also on specific regions and histo-
rical eras. The emphasis will be on European Anabaptism, but global references to the worldwide Anabaptist-
Mennonite community could also be included. Particularly promising could be investigations into tension-filled uphe-
avals and debates in the framework of the Anabaptist history, such as the discussions between major churches and 
Anaaptists in the 16th century, the emergence of the Amish in the 17th, the Schwarzenau Anabaptists in the 18th 
century, the Mennonite Brethren in the 19th, but also the debates about nationalism, the "Anabaptist Vision," or ethics 
of peace and sexuality in the 20th century. 

2. Organization and Planning Details 

The Educational Center Bienenberg – in conversation and colloboration with the Mennonite Historical Societies of 
Germany, France, the Netherlands, Austria, and Switzerland (along with Mennointe World Conference) is planning for a 
three-day conference in which researchers from Europe and the rest of the world will present the results of their rese-
arch. The colloquium will begin on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 2:00 and runs through 12:00 on Friday, March 29, 
2019. 

The heart of the colloquium will consist of 10-12 short presentations (ca. 30 minutes) with a discussion to follow. 

All interested persons are invited to respond to this Call for Papers and the accompanying suggestions regarding topics 
by submitting a title (along with a brief explanation, max. 200 words) by August 15, 2018. 

The conference is oriented to all those who are interested in the academic study of Anabaptist-Mennonite history and 
theology.  The presentation languages are German, French, and English. Translation will not be provided.  We are anti-
cipating that the papers presented at the conference will be published. 

Bildungszentrum Bienenberg will assume the costs of food and lodging (though not the travel costs) for the presenters. 
Other participants will pay their own food and lodging costs, as well as a fee for the conference. 

Send proposals as well as questons of inquiry to: 
 Dr. Hanspeter Jecker  

Fachstelle für täuferische Geschichte und Theologie 
Bildungszentrum Bienenberg 

CH-4410 Liestal (Schweiz) 
hanspeter.jecker@bienenberg.ch 

www.bienenberg.ch 


